
Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 
James Thurber 
 
1. In the balloons below, write the five roles that Walter Mitty plays in his fantasies. In the 
weights below each balloon, describe the situation that occurs immediately after each fantasy—
the event that pulls Walter back to earth. 

 
 
2. What kind of characters does Walter Mitty imagine himself to be in his fantasies? For 
example, how do they handle pressure? How do others regard them?  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Elements of Literature Graphic Organizers for Active Reading  61

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

by
 H

ol
t, 

R
in

eh
ar

t a
nd

 W
in

st
on

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

NAME CLASS DATE

G r aphic O r ganize r  f o r  Ac t ive Reading
The Secr et Life of Walter  Mitty
James Thurber Pupil’s Edition page 624

Daydr eam Believer

In the balloons below, write the five roles that Walter Mitty plays in his fantasies. In the weights
below each balloon, describe the situation that occurs immediately after each fantasy—the event
that pulls Walter back to earth.

1 . What kind of characters are the people in Walter Mitty’s fantasies? For example, how do they
handle pressure? How do others regard them? Give a brief description on the lines provided.

2. What is Walter Mitty’s real character like, in contrast to the characters in his fantasies?



 
3. What is Walter Mitty’s “real” character like, in contrast to the characters in his fantasies? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4.  What seems to trigger Walter Mitty’s daydreams? As you read the story, did you reach a point 
where you felt that you could see them coming? If so, what was it? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5. Why did Walter Mitty imagine himself facing a firing squad? Evaluate what he was saying 
about his life with such a statement.  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


